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I. SACRED SCRIPTURE

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers.
Acts 2:42

II. CATECHISM OF
THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH
2179 “A parish is a definite
community
of
the
Christian
faithful
established on a stable
basis
within
a
particular church; the
pastoral care of the
parish is entrusted to
a pastor as its own
shepherd under the
authority
of
the
diocesan bishop.” It is
the place where all the
faithful can be gathered
together for the Sunday
celebration of the Eucharist.
The parish initiates the Christian
people into the ordinary expression of
the liturgical life: it gathers them together in
this celebration; it teaches Christ’s saving doctrine; it
practices the charity of the Lord in good works and
brotherly love:
You cannot pray at home as at church, where there is a
great multitude, where exclamations are cried out to
God as from one great heart, and where there is
something more: the union of minds, the accord of
souls, the bond of charity, the prayers of the priests. (St.
John Chrysostom, De incomprehensibili 3, 6: PG 48, 725.)
- Catechism of the Catholic Church (2nd Ed.).

2226 Education in the faith by the parents should
begin in the child’s earliest years. This already
happens when family members help one another to
grow in faith by the witness of a Christian life in
keeping with the Gospel. Family catechesis precedes,

accompanies, and enriches other forms of instruction
in the faith. Parents have the mission of teaching their
children to pray and to discover their vocation as
children of God. The parish is the Eucharistic
community and the heart of the liturgical life of
Christian families; it is a privileged place for the
catechesis of children and parents.
- Catechism of the Catholic Church (2nd Ed.).

III. CANON LAW
CAN.

515 §1. A parish is a
certain community of the
Christian faithful stably
constituted in a
particular church,
whose pastoral care is
entrusted to a pastor
(parochus) as its
proper pastor (pastor)
under the authority of
the diocesan bishop.
-

Code of Canon Law

IV. PAPAL TEACHING
[The Parish as visible expression of
the Church] The ecclesial community . . .
. finds its most immediate and visible expression in
the parish. It is there that the Church is seen locally.
In a certain sense it is the Church living in the midst of
the homes of her sons and daughters.
- John Paul II,
Christifideles Laici, § 26.

[The Nature of the Parish] The parish is not
principally a structure, a territory, or a building, but
rather, “the family of God, a fellowship afire with a
unifying spirit”, “a familial and welcoming home”,
the “community of the faithful”. Plainly and simply,
the parish is founded on a theological reality, because
it is a Eucharistic community. This means that the
parish is a community properly suited for celebrating
the Eucharist, the living source for its up building and

the sacramental bond of its being in full communion
with the whole Church. Such suitableness is rooted in
the fact that the parish is a community of faith and an
organic community, that is, constituted by the
ordained ministers and other Christians, in which the
pastor—who represents the diocesan bishop—is the
hierarchical bond with the entire particular Church.
- John Paul II, Christifideles Laici, § 26.

[The Missionary Dimension of the Parish] The
institution of the parish, thus renewed, “can be the
source of great hope. It can gather people in
community, assist family life, overcome the sense of
anonymity, welcome people and help them to be
involved in their neighborhood and in society”. In
this way, every parish . . . can promote nowadays a
more person-centered evangelization and better
cooperate with other social, educational and
community work. - This kind of renewed parish
needs as its leader a pastor who has a deep experience
of the living Christ, a missionary spirit, a father’s
heart, who is capable of fostering spiritual life,
preaching the Gospel and promoting cooperation. A
renewed parish needs the collaboration of lay people .
. . and a pastor who is able to work with others.
Parishes in America should be distinguished by their
missionary spirit, which leads them to reach out to
those who are faraway”. - John Paul II, Ecclesia in America, § 41.
[The Parish as a School of Prayer] Yes, dear brothers
and sisters, our Christian communities must
become genuine "schools" of prayer, where the
meeting with Christ is expressed not just in imploring
help but also in thanksgiving, praise, adoration,
contemplation, listening and ardent devotion, until

the heart truly "falls in love". Intense prayer, yes, but
it does not distract us from our commitment to
history: by opening our heart to the love of God it also
opens it to the love of our brothers and sisters, and
makes us capable of shaping history according to
God's plan.
- John Paul II, Novo Millenio Ineute, § 33.
[The Parish as a School of Prayer] It is therefore
essential that education in prayer should become in
some way a key-point of all pastoral planning. . . .
How helpful it would be if . . . in parishes more were
done to ensure an all-pervading climate of prayer.
With proper discernment, this would require that
popular piety be given its proper place, and that
people be educated especially in liturgical prayer.
Perhaps it is more thinkable than we usually presume
for the average day of a Christian community to
combine the many forms of pastoral life and witness
in the world with the celebration of the Eucharist and
even the recitation of Lauds (Morning Prayer) and
Vespers (Evening Prayer). The experience of many
committed Christian groups, also those made up
largely of lay people, is proof of this.
- John Paul II, Novo Millenio Ineute, § 34.

[The Parish's Role in Promoting Vocations] Certainly,
a generous commitment is needed — above all
through insistent prayer to the Lord of the harvest
(cf. Mt 9:38) — in promoting vocations to the
priesthood and consecrated life. . . .There is a
pressing need to implement an extensive plan of
vocational promotion, based on personal contact and
involving parishes, schools and families in the effort
to foster a more attentive reflection on life's essential
- John Paul II, Novo Millenio Ineute, § 46.
values.

